
MAINE FOREST SERVICE      
TEMPORARY BRIDGE PROGRAM 

BRIDGE SPECIFICATIONS 
 

To be eligible for the Maine Forest Service Temporary Bridge program, bridges must meet the minimum 
specifications in the table below: 
 
Minimum Bridge Specs  

Species 
Hardwood or hemlock (no popple); 
no rot or seams 

# of panels per bridge 3 
Panel length 16-20 ft.  
Panel width 4 ft.  
Timber beams Minimum dimensions of 6 x 8in.  
Steel rods Minimum gauge of 1 in. 

 
 
Suggested: Below is a materials list and specifications for a suggested wooden bridge design:  
 
 
Three-Panel, 20’ Wood Portable Skidder Bridge (Standard Design):  
Materials and Specifications for (One) Three-Panel Bridge  
 
► Hardwood or softwood beams  

 (18) 6" x 8" x 20'  
 (6) 6" x 8" x 16'  

► (18) Threaded Rod 1" – 8 (coarse thread) x 4', cut and thread checked. (A-307 Rod)  

► (36) USS Flat Washers, 1½"  

► (36) USS Flat Washers, 1"  

► (36) Hex Nuts, 1" – 8 GR 5  

► (123) Flat-Head Log Cabin Screws  

► (12) Steel Sleeves: Extra Strong Steel Pipe w/nominal diameter of 1½"; outside diameter = 1.9"; 
inside diameter = 1.5"; wall thickness = .200"; length = 6"  
 
A ‘heavy duty’ design consisting of larger timbers is also available from MFS.  
 


